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Amendments to the Claims: 



This listing of cIiiittis will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in tlie application: 

Listing of Claims: 

1, (currently amended): 

A method of sending information via a network of computers, comprising: 

receiving an information packet for delivery to a plurality of users, each of the pluTalitv 
of users having an address on the network of computers; ^ aefeefe 

id e ntifying-a - plurolity of addr e sa es^ corresponding to Ih e in -fo jrmation pack e t; 

d e t e roiining - a 3- > - acc e ptab[ g n e xt d es tination for e aob addr ess- of th e plurality ol ^ addrca se s; 

making a first selection of addresses fTorn the addresses of the plurality of u^ers that are 
reachable via sel^ ting addr e ssea having a first network device; devic e as th e acc eptftble 



providing a bundled packet to th^? first network device, the bundled packet inclLiding the 
s e l e ct e d first selection of addresses and the information packet. 

2. (currently amended): 

The method of claim 1, further comprising: 

receiving the hundled packet at the firat network device; 

d e t e rmining - for each addr e isa in-tho bundl e d paclc e l» an - acccptablo noxt doGtination; 

choosing uddr e sses - ln th e bundl e d pack net- having a s e cond n et work d e vic e ixs th e 
occcptahlo next deatination to provido - a - group of chooon - a dd resses; and 

making a second selection of addresses from the first selection of addresses that are 
reachable via a second network device: and 

providing a new bundled packet to the second network device, the new bundled packet 
including tlie group oJ? - o heseft -sccond selection_of addresses and the infomiation packet. 

3. (currently amended): 

The method of claim 1, further comprising: 

receiving the bundled packet at the first network device; 





is- in th e bundl e d packet, on occcptablo noxt d i 



choosing addr e ss es- in the bundl e d pack e t - having a s e cond n e two r k - dcrvicc as th e 
accoptablo next d e stination to - provide a group of chos e a - addro s s e s; 

making a second selection of addresses from the first selection of addresses that are 
reachable via a second network device: 
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determiiiing whether the second network devico is capable of interpreting bundled 
packets; and 

if the second network device is determined to be capable of interpreting bundled packets, 
providing a new biuidled packet to the second network device, the new bundled packet 
including the gi-oup of chofl e i v sccond selection pf addresses and the information packet, 

4. (cmrently amended): 

The method of claim 3, further comprising, if the second network device is determined not to 
be capable of interpreting bundled packets, providing an unbundled packet to the second 
network device for each address in the second selection of addresses d e vic e , each of t he 
unbundled packets p aefeet-including only one fff4he -address Irom the second selection of 
add regses in th e grou p -of chos e n addresses and the information packet* 

5. (original): 

The method of claim 1, further comprising: 

receiving the bundled packet at the first network device; 

determining, for each address in the bundled packet, an acceptable next destination; 

determining whether any of the addresses do not have a corresponding acceptable next 
destination that is capable of interpreting bundled packets; 

choosing an address in the bundled packet having no acceptable next destination that is 
capable of interpreting bundled packets; and 

providmg an unbundled packet to the acceptable next destination corresponding to the 
chosen address, the unbundled packet including the chosen addxes$ and the information 
packet. 

6. (original): 

The method of clann I, further comprising; 

receiving the bundled packet at the first network device; 

determining, for each address in the bundled packet, an acceptable next destination; 

choosmg one of the addresses in the bundled packet having an acceptable next 
destination that is not also an acceptable next destination of another of the addresses in 
the bundled packet; and 

providing an unbundled packet to the acceptable next destination, the unbundled packet 
including the chosen one of the addresses and the information packet 

7. (original): 

The method of claim 1, fuitlier comprising: 

receiving the bundled packet at the first network device; 
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determining whether a second iielwork device resides between a user at one of the 
plurality of addresses and the first network dcviee; aud 

if a second network device is determined not to reside between the user and the first 
network device, then providing the information packet to the one of the plurality of 
addresses. 

8. (cunently amended): 

A method of sending information over a communications nel>vork, comprising: 

receiving an information packet for deliverv to a first and a second user h aving a first and 
a second address respectively; addres ot 

determining whether both the first address and the second address are reachable via a first 
network device; and 

if both the first address and the second address are determined to be reachable via the fu'st 
network device, providing a bundled packet to the first network device, Ihe bundled 
packet including the furst address, the second address and the information packet 

determining whether both the first addTe$$ and the second address are reachable via a 
second network device; 

detennining whether the second network device is capable of interpreting bundled 
packets; and 

if the first address and the second address are detennined to be reachable via the second 
network device, and the second network device h delermincd to be capable of 
interpreting bundled packets, providing the bundled packet to tlie second network device. 

9. (original); 

The method of claim 8, funher comprising: 

if both the first address aud the second address are determined not to be reachable via the 
second network device, then determiniag whetlier the first address is reachable via the 
second network device; and 

if the fu:Bt address is determined to be reachable via the second network device, providing 
an unbundled packet to the second network device, the unbundled packet iticlnding the 
first address and the information packet. 

10. (original): 

The method of claim 8^ further comprising, if the second network device is determined not to 
be capable of interpreting bundled packets, then providing a first imbundled packet to the 
second network device, the first unbundled packet including the first address and the 
information packet. 

11. (original): 

The method of claim 10, further comprising: 
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providing a second unbundled packet to the second network device, the second 
unbundled packet including the second address and the information packet. 

12. (original): 

The method of claim 8> further comprising: 

detemiining whether a second network device resides between a user at the first address 
and the first network device; and 

if a second network device is determined not to reside between the user and the first 
network device, then providing the infoTToation packet to the first address. 

13. (currently amended): 

A packet building device, comprising: 

a routing tabic memory device, the routing table memory device being capable of storing 
an address, a corresponding next destination and a corresponding indicator^ the next 
destination being along a route from the packet building device to a user corresponding to 
the address, and the indicator indicating whether the coixesponding next destination is 
able to inteipret a bundled packet, the bundled packet including an information packet 
and at least two addresses, there being at least two users with each of the at least two 
users corresponding to one of the at least two addresses; 

an analysis circuit capable of determining whether any of a plurality of addresses bundled 
together in a bundled packet received by the packet building device have a common next 
destination indicated by the routing table, and capable of determining whether the 
indicator corresponding to the common next destination indicates that the eotnmon next 
destination is able to interpret bundled packets; and 

a bundled packet construction circuit, capable of building a bundled packet to be 
provided by the packet building device if the analysis circuit determines that (a) two or 
more of the addresses among the plurality of addresses have the common next destination, 
and (b) the common next destination is able to interpret bundled packets, the bundled 
packet to be provided by the packet building device including the information packet and 
the two or more of the addresses that have the common next destination. 

14. (original): 

The packet building device of claim 1 3, further comprising an imbundled packet construction 
circuit capable of building an unbundled packet to be provided by the packet building device 
if the analysis circuit determines that an address among the plurality of addresses docs not 
have a next destination that is the same next destination corresponding to another of the 
addresses among the plurality of addresses, the unbiuidled packet to be provided by the 
packet building device including the inlbrmation packet, 

15. (currently amended): 

The packet building device of claim 14, wherein the unbundled packet to be provided by the 
packet buildmg device further mcludes only one of the at least two addresses, t he address. 
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16. (currently amended): 

The packet building device of claim 1 3, further comprising an unbundled packet construction 
circuit capable of building an unbundled packet to be provided by the packet building device 
if the analysis circuit determines that an address among the plurality of addresses does not 
have a corresponding next destiniition that is able to interpret bundled packets, the unbundled 
packet to be provided by the packet building device including the information packet, the 
unbundled packet construction circuh building unbundled packets for each of the at least two 
addresses in the bundled p acket. 

1. 7 . (currently amended) : 

Tlie packet building device of claim 16, wherein the unbundled packet Lo be provided by the 
packet building device further includes only one of the at least two addresses. _ th e oddr e sg. 

18. (original): 

A system, comprising: 

a server capable of (a) receiving an information packet, (b) identifying a plurality of 
addresses corresponding to the infonnation packet, (c) determining an acceptable first 
destination for each address of the plurality of addresses, and (d) selecting addresses 
having a first network device as the acceptable first destination; 

a fii*si network device in connmmication with the server and capable of (a) receiving the 
information packet, (b) determining an acceptable second destination for each address 
associated with the information packet received by the first network device, and (c) 
sending the infoniation packet to the second destinations. 

19. (original): 

The system of claim 18, wherein the first network device is capable of determining whether 
one of the second destinations is capable of mterpreting the information packet if the 
information packet is provided to the one of the second destinations in a form that associates 
the information packet with a plurality of addresses. 

20. (original): 

The system of claim 18, wherein the first network device is in eonmiunication with a user. 
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